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February 2024 Newsletter
Dear Parents / Carers 
Thank you all for your commitment and support over the past Spring half term.
Parent Governor - We are pleased to announce that we have a vacancy for parent governor. The forms will be sent home after half term for anyone to apply. This is a valuable role in school and I would really like to speak to any parents who are interested in being a governor to offer more information about the valuable volunteering role.

⭐                      ⭐  Amazing things happen here at Smithies Moor.  ⭐                        ⭐
Internet Safety - The whole academy got involved with Internet Safety Day this half term.  
After school Clubs - It is great to see many children coming to the different afterschool clubs at the academy. The clubs will continue into the next half term up to the Easter holidays.
Year 4 went to Murton Park to study Roman times and then had a Roman visitor come to school to work with them for the full day.
Year 5 has been visited by an Anglo Saxon visitor to help them understand their history learning.
Year 1 has had a virtual visitor from Abbey House Toy Museum. The children have learnt about toys from the past.
Year 3 visited a museum in Wakefiled to explore the stone age era linked to their history learning.
Some of our Year 6 children have attended the Coop Spelling Bee competition and done extremely well.
Our Year 5 and year 6 pupils have taken part in many activities in World Of Work week. Some of our Year six children visited Manchester to show off some of their ideas linked to computing.
Our choir is attending Young Voices this evening. They will have a fabulous time being academy ambassadors whilst singing in an arena.
⭐				⭐					⭐					⭐
Attendance
Please ensure that your child attends the academy if they are well enough to do so. Being in the academy everyday will support your child to receive the best opportunities offered to them at the academy. 


As an academy we are unfortunately below the national and local averages for attendance at 92%. To help improve our overall attendance, we must work together to succeed together in  making sure all pupils attend school everyday unless they are too ill.
This half term we are going to be launching our new ‘Attendance Heroes’ reward system.  
Here Everyday, Ready On time.
We want to have a real push on making sure all pupils attend school on time and be in class for 8.50am. The morning register will close at 9am. All children will have an attendance passport , where they will get a stamp each day that they arrive on time. Children who have a full passport with consideration to periods of illness taken into account,  will receive a reward at the end of the half term. This half term the reward will be the opportunity to watch a movie with popcorn and treats.
Please remember extended holidays or leave from school will not be authorised unless there are extreme circumstances. Letters will be sent home regarding the possibility of being fined by the local authority for taking extended holidays in term time. Kirklees Authority will be notified by the academy  if the family takes the holiday. They could decide to issue a penalty notice to parents linked to the leave taken.
Behaviour Points Platform changes
We have used Class Charts for over a year to help support communication between school and parents. As a Coop Trust, all academies are moving away from Class Chart to a better system called Arbor. This is through the parent portal that the school used to set up last term’s parents evenings. Further information on how to access the portal will be provided after half term. The portal works in the same way as class charts - your child will have positives and negatives reported on their profile. You will be able to contact the school directly on the portal. Your child's attendance will also be available to check on the same site.
Uniform 
As an academy, we take pride in our appearance and therefore all children will be expected to be in full academy uniform everyday. Please ensure all children are wearing black shoes. Your child will need a PE kit to change into on their PE days. If you need further support with uniform, please contact Miss Pickles, who can request free uniform from The Uniform Exchange. Wearing a full uniform encourages all our pupils to be proud of the community they belong to and to work together as Smithies Moor in order to succeed together.


Online Safety
We are working with National Online Safety to support staff, pupils and parents in keeping children safe online. Please join our school community and access resources, webinars and guides on a wide variety of online safety subjects. It is here as a resource to support us in keeping our children safe in the online world. 	
To create your account, please follow https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/co-op-academy-smithies-moor and complete your details. When you’re set up, you’ll be able to set ‘Parent/Carer’ as your user type. 
You can access National Online Safety online via any device- including via our brand-new smartphone app. To download the app,    please go to:
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos
Alternatively, search for ‘National Online Safety’ in the App Store/Google Play Store. 

Swimming
Year four have completed their Kirklees swimming lessons this week. They have all achieved their level one award. Some children have completed lengths of the pool and taken part in water safety lessons. This has now finished for this academic year. The children should be very proud of their achievements in swimming and their great behaviour being academy ambassadors.
Bikes and Scooters
We have had guidance from the local PSCOs, who reminded the school that electric scooters are not allowed on the school premises. Please do not enter our playground on electric scooters. 
We do encourage children to travel to school on bikes and normal scooters. Please only use them on the way to and from school and leave them in the bike/scooter shed. To keep the playground safe, please do not allow your child to ride on them in the playground area. 
We wish you all a restful one week break, enjoying the free time with family and friends.  We look forward to seeing you all back in the academy on Monday 19th February at 8.50am.





Thank you for your continued support,
Yours sincerely,[image: ]
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Mrs Catherine Brackenbury					Mr Jack Sowter
Head of Academy						Executive Headteacher
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